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7L F4% 1 have 'the honor to re »
-Nome, just "completed, under written and verbal instr ti

_bury,dated January 4th, 1808, as followss -*iiv . 7 .o et e
L "After having two basket sleds and 18 sets dog harness made and asseme

tling provisions and camp outfit at Seattle,I sailed accompanied by Ross J.

Einney and three dogs purzhased at Seattle, on S.S. Northwestern on Jan,l6tl

and reached Seward on Jan.25th.

At Seward we spent five days in arranging equipment,"tyring out®”

and repacking the outfit readw for the trip,and the party composed of
Geo.E.Pulham, R.J.Kinney and Frank Jackson left Seward on Jan 31st.

dogs
mysel:

Routez f: L -‘.. A .’.' "'"'.7:‘.‘.'- _. - .:,- : ‘. - L ': ' s L . C - ‘e . )
"7 . The route traversed,briefly described was as follows: - : = - . . -
y}_'ﬁ;The'AlaSka'Central'Railway_was_followed to i1ts end at Mile 54,thence
via Turnagain Arm,Glacier Creek,Crow Creek Pass, Eagle River,across country
to 01d Enik,across Knik Arm to New Knik,across country to Susitna Statioen,
up the Sugitna three miles,up the Yentna,Swentha and Happy Rivers,Pass Creei
to Rainy Pass,down the Dalzell,Rohn and Kuskokwim Rivers to near the Tonzon:
across country to the mouth of the Tacptna at McGrath's,up the Tacotna and
across country to the Tacotna Slough,over rolling hills to Gane Creek,down
Gane and across country to Bphir Creek(the Innoko district) across country
to Dishakaket and thence across country to the Kaiyuk Slough to the Yukon,
and then up the Yukon to EKaltag, and by the Overland Mail Trail via Unalak-
1ik to Nome.

I append 2 brief table of distances for comparison with' the Valdez-Fai:
tanks route and it will be seen that the route as traversed to the Innoko
District is 465 miles shorter than the Fairbanks route and to Nome iz 343
miles shorter than the present used routa. Also these distances may be de=-
creased some 52 miles as will be shown on map and in more detail in this re-
pert,owing to certain cut-offs than can poesibly be made. °

Comparative table of distances to Nome.,

Valdez -Nome Route Seward-Nome Route

Valdez to Fairbanks 354 ¥iles Seward to Susitna Station 180 Miles
Fairbanks to Gibbon 275 * Susitna Sta. to Rainy Pass 118 "
Gibbon to EKaltag 277 " Rainy Pass to McGrath's 120 "
Ealtag to Unalaklik so " McGrath's to Gane Creek 356 "
Unalaklik to NOME 22z " Gane Creek to Kaltag 110 °
] Kaltag to Nome 12 "
Tofals . IZIg | 875 "
Valdez to Gane Creek 929 " Seward to Gane Cresek 464 "

Difference 465 miles.

As I have never been cover the Valdez~Fairbanks Trail in Winter,(but was ove:
the summer trail in 1904,Valdez to Clear Creek near Upper Tanana Crossing)

I am unable to describe the route by comparison,but Rainy Pass,while some
675 feet higher im altitude than Thompson Pass,has 118 mile water grade to
lt to gain an altitude of 3175 feet and a descent on the Wegt side 1735 Teot
in 9 miles down to the mouth of Dalzell River..Other than this the route is
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Vy doubt +wae ability to nandle sleds along ners,but ai tneg
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the way,with the excoption of 12 miles over Rainy Pass..Howover 2 great deal

of work must be cons on.the routs to maks i+ practicable for winter mail sem

jce aB 1t would be 1m-practicablo +o follow the broad oven River £lced
1ains and valleys as was dons by this expedition,on account of overflows

sry much 1like the Copper River Route and would be in timber practically all

and open wateT which would rendsr the trail,impracticable except at the seas=

cn of the winter when this expediticn cane throusDe

Briefly the route is entirely practicablc,dcpcnding largely upon tihe
completion and operation of the Alaska Central Railway,the opening up of the
Susitna,Yenina and Kuskokwim and Innoko Districts,and by comparison with the
Fairbanks route as 1 understand it,there are no real obstacles to ovVercomo,
with the exception of Crow Creek Pass and possibly this part of the routls
can be overccms DY going via indlan Pass or even the entire distance around
the shores of Turnagain Ara and Xnlk Arm to Cook Inlet. :

Rainy Pass 1s soO easy of ascent that thers 1s no question in my mind of
jtg feasibility. Here I might say We wWere in timber the entire way to Raliag
except for 7 miles approaching and 5 milss leaving Rainy Pass. , .

: Timber line was Sound to be at altitude 2050 feet on each side of the
pass but much brush and willows extended right up to ilhe sunmit. . :

To mors minutely descrite the route followed: = We had some difficult

in getting our heavy loads over ihs many narrow bridges on the Alsska Central

Railway as they Were coversd witnfrom 4 to 7 feat of sofi,heavy sncv arnd 2
narrow trall had besn kept broken througn the centar of the bridges down to
the ties.Thes sno#w, On account of the width beiween the ties had been stanpad

e -

thréugh by the mail carrier and occasicnal travelers and the accumnulating snow
= S

had become mushroomed over and built up perpendicular walls 4 to 7 ft. high
until it lopped over or nung outzbeyond-tine ends of the tiss from 1 %o 3 L.
%e could not Xeed tp the narrovw trail in the cenier as it was nearly or

-

completel coversd over on Lop,SO W€ had to resort to going on top of the
’ =) o

snow to one side and ocuti over the ends of tne ties 1in many instancss,but fert-
ynately the seather was cold enouzh to congeal tnhe sSnow and Xeep it from shexr—

-

"ing,else Wwe could not have hauied the Rexyy 10ads over the bridges. This con=

dition will resulit eacnh winter until the bridges are fully tied or tnes road

Also these tridges cannov well bs avoided. ) 4 . -
Through ihe half dozed tunnels we found the mouth of them almost com=

pletely blockaded with snow slides and we nad to shovel our way into ard out

of them,bodily 1if4{ the heavily loaded sleds over the slides intc them and

" snub” dcwn into them. Wit no Snow through the saevaral tunnels it Fou

1d be
1mpracticablc +o haul heavy loads througn them,Dbutb 1 could not welil se¢ how

.o

tne space bsiween ihe tiegs will not allow the snow to pack solid.

they can be avoided as the River benmeatn is too rough and open o be traver=
ssd and this 1s in a bad snow slide country. Much 1lce hung Trom the roofs of

the tunns1ls 1lixke stalyciites and with the hcavy.rails;rocks and occasional
jce on tne flcer made tracherous traveling in the darkness.

Betwesen two of ine tunnels we found and un?inisned bridge,so #e 1mpro-
vised a floor o1 %hich to cross and betlwecsn +wo oitner itunnels Ior some 5C0
feet we had to cut a +rail along the shear(sheer) mountainside,tnrough gla-
ciered ice and enow and move the sleds and ioads by hand. '

We left the rrack at nile 54 and made down the cren #1cod plain of Gla=-
¢ier River to Turnagain ATD av qile 81.Frcm nile 83 to 75 we found much dif-
Lr

£iculty from the =X anely hizhk tides,rough AUTMOCKY £loe ice and uncompict-
ed roadbed. AL aile 65 to 67 the railsay ccopany nas a trestle soze two =mile
long and oul 5OIC 20C to 500 feet frem ine c1iffs and shore toc avold glacieT
and snow slides,and evec yhen the roadbed 1s completsd and being operatsd 1
1-1+tsd tize at mand

o2

{ to exanine conditions I was unable 10 forz3an'opinion”d?ﬁ£hc'solution, as th
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tids water and rough 1lce must always be dangerous or not treversable.At mile
39 we had to leave sleds and loads out on ‘the ice one night and from mile 67
bo 74 it was successlon of climbing over the hllls and along the tide lands
1long the cleared right of way and but slow time could be made. o R
' Up Glacier Creeck frem mile 75 to 85 we had no difficulty as a sled road
:as being operated to Girdwood at mile 82,but over Crow Creek Pess it would
.ﬁ out of the question to handls Nome maill with ar ascent of 45 degrees for
‘he last 15C0 fs=et and to an altituds of 3550 feet and then down nearly as
ttsep some places to Raven Creek and on down to Eagle River 9 miles below.
: An altsrnative route should be examined from the mouth of Glacier Cresck
ind cohtinuing along the right-of-way of the railway to Indian Pass where 1t
.s said a pood grads and Pass can be gotten ard all the way in timber. This
ig some 20 miles west of Crow Cresk Pass,but we did not go that way on account
»f no trail,lack of time and uncertainty of getiing through,

The location of the Alaska Central Rallway

owever follows around the en-
.ire nortn shors of Turnazain Arm and the East Snors of Enik Arm,and wh=sn thisa

soad shall have been completed,would,very liksly be the route 1f the mail for
‘ome ever goes via the Ruskokwim,but there would always be trouble and dangs
‘rom snow slides,and ihe roadway and. cuts be blown full of snow and mush rough
}nd 81dling traill result. 7. . .0 ww el T e T T T T T

Also somes difficuliy was encountered all the way dewn Raven Cresek and Ea-
‘1s River and across to Ol& RKnik on account of no trail and very dssp,coft snow
nd open creeksfrom Zagle River we caught on to an Alaska Central Ry., cack
rail across lakes and hills to Enik Arm and arrived at 0ld Znik at 9 PY¥ 'lorg
fter dark...from hers to New EKnik we had no difficulty as the snow was now but
bout a foot deer and the Indians had a trail.

At New Enik,¥r.Pulhanm, in charge of iransportation,decided to leave cnsa
f the basket sleds and all the double harness, as he deemsd the couniry toc
prpoked and snow too desp and soft to pull the wide sleds through,and with dogs
arnessed two abre=ast, so a day was spent in making long tugged harness,ar-

ging four Yukon Sleds,buying provisions and remecdeling the outfit. In my

Pnd it was a mistake to discard the sleds arnd double harness as we had al-
eady passed over all the worst of the trail and were now jusi wheres we could
se the rig to advantages and fair tlnme had been made up to here with no acci-
ent or brezkags and from information T had been able to get.as to conditions
head,we were now beginning to get into fair going and the entire trip could
ave been made as successfully or to more advantage with the eriginal outfit,
uat no so heavily loaded and with two Yukon Sleds%tandcm) extra,to relieve the
xcegsive loads on the baskst sleds.

From New Enik to Susitna Station we passed through rolling hills and Tam-
rack swamps and arrived at the 8Station on Feb.1l5th.

Here a threse-guarter blood Crse Indian was hired to gzo throuzh as far as
eGrath's and then rsturm, and we tock on flour,sugar,bacon and other supplles
s had been arrangsd for previously,and the real trip began as this was our
ast base of suppllss. .

From hers I began the reconnoissance "pacing” the distancé clear ihrough
o Kaltag. This was docne by counting'fours! as is done by the Geological Sur-
»y,in deterxmining(rcushly) distances and ccneists of counting only cone foot
or four tizmes and calling it OWE. I occasicrally measured ths sun of these 8
teps cn snow shoes or without, as the case may be, and then using the muitl-
le in deter=ining the distance traveled,

! Also latituds observations were taxen as will be sSeen on map and the mag-

stic variaticn detsrmined,but these could not always be gotten ati or near &

he fifty milse station owing to the storzy or hazy weather. By closely waich-

ng the U.S.G.S. Reconnolssance rap of MYount Y¥cZinley regicn,1504: Spurr and

nst's exploration of X828 18S8: and Lieut. Herron's exploration in 1899, I was
\ f
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aﬁi¢ to ostimats and check thelr distances,topography and delineatlon clear -
through to Farewol wountain on the EKuskokwim,but wvill say from there to Kal- —
“¢ag the maps are entirely in error and it would be impossible to map the -—
.country except by more extended surveys than it was possible for me to make

.on such an expeditiomn. ‘

From Susiina Stativtn we of course followsd up the broad flood planse of

the rivers,taking angles #ith prismatic compass and going from point to point
of the river tends,and I found the maps to be very accurate in the main,but
of such small scale that certaln small canons,islands, sloughs and topogra-
thy,do not show,and of thess I will tell later.
i In nmy opirion it would be impracticable to follow the broad open flood
plain all winier on account of overflows, and the opening of a trall by this
route virtually means the cutting of five hundred and fifty~thres miles,nore
or less,of trail through the timber and brush, and certain nscessary cross-
‘ings of the rivers.

At intervals all up the Yentna and Swenitna we passed through sloughs or
up the rmein river as the case nay bte,and had very deep soft snow to contend
with and had to snow shoe all the way. ‘ : ) oLt

A cut off route Irom Suslina Station about north forty-flve degrees west,
and arriving at the Skwentna at abou the mouth of tke Talushulitina River,
| ghould be exploiited. This 1s said to be travefled by Indians but I could get
‘Do information on i, - T . T el
: Upon arriving at the meuth of the Happy River in a strong wind,on the
afternoon of Feb.26th,a halt was made,but from the tovography of the country,
(we were on the south side of the skwentna) it did not seem that the Happy,
whth so large a drainage area,could coxe cut of the mountains throuzh so sxnall
a canon,so while the river was apticipated at the exact distance traveleq,l
concludsd from the topcgrarhy of ihe nills that 1t must come in two miles or
‘more above,so we soon camped four mliles above the Happy,and with the low hills
on the right leading me to believe that we must coeme Lo it at any turn. On
the next morring,Feb.27th, after traveling three miles we arrived at the moutn
.of Portage Creek(I had seena pichurs of this place in one of the Geological
reports) so we turned back the seven miles and entered Eappy River,having lost
. a days travel.
N Here we blazed trees and put up a sign giving name .of"tHe river,party and
distances back to the mouth of Skwentne and.Yentna, to Susitna Station and
Seward. In fact, on the entire trip, at our camping places I blazed trses
 giving date,distances,etc. ) Coe CooE

' In the Happy River #e found much open water and very deep soft snow which
" had been blown down into the valls%,but falr time was made each day.
This is a very narrow river bsiween steep sloping sicde-hills from pla=
teaus above,alzost a canon for 16 miles,where it ®troadens out. gocewhat ati mile
: 282,but always going up on rather stiff zzz=des. A trail through here must lie
- through the creek bottom cutting across the many small bends covered with
 spruce and cottcnwood. It is a veritable varadise for moose and on the 28th
. of February,®hile some distance anead of the parily I killed a big,bull moose.
For the success of the trip we figursd on a moose cr pleniy of ptarmigan.
“Prom this tlxze on we were heavily lcaded as the moose drsssed protably 830
1ts, and but for it we must have been on short raticms toward the end of irip.
: Also we saw threse different outfiis of prospectors camnped along the Hap;
{ py and who had t¥o to four noose each hanging up. We. saw, however, but about
| 80 ptarmigan on the entire trip and only had four -of them, these were all nearx
" timber line.

; On up the Happy I sav the country as mapped and by closely following the
. maps we went over the suz=it of Rainy Pass cn March thes second at noon,a fer-
{ fectly clear,calm day, and dropped down Deli=«ll into the timber.

: HBowever,#hen one arrived at tizmber line on FPass Cresk,theres might be

.a question as to the proper route ahead as the Ptarmigan Valley route looks

e .- -t .o Losw - . oo
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the much more likely pass thrpigh the mountains,while the Pass Creek rouls
turns into & high mountain and around toward the north in such a way thati
from a dilstance it seems to terminate too soon,but by very closely watching
the map one can resadlly, declds. '
We went up the long smooth ridge between Pass Creek and the wmain Happy,

& the crzek boitom was filled with very deap soft snow among the brush,and
this ridge would be the ldeal location for a trail,but must be permanently
gtakedIn fact the twelve miles between timber must be staken when a winter
trail 1s established. '

1

i Down %the head waters of the Dalzell I saw how one could easily get lost

(at least temporarily) if coming up stream, as the canons ars so deceptive

. and the country so big. While hers I will say that Rainy Pass 1s so ecasy of

ascent and descent and is so near on a direct lins of the route that I did
not stop to examine any of ths other passes i.e. Simpson Pass scme ten miles
northeast,and Ptarzigan Valley some 20 miles souihwest,as elther of the other
routes would be much lenger and not to be consider=d,unless scme serious ob-

structions should te found before rsaching the Kuskoxwim.
However thesre is a very bad stretch of country from mile 302 to 306 down

. the Dalzell,wners the creek 1s narrow and confined in a succession of deep
| narrow canons,glacisrs and land-slides and ths creek has a very rapld descent

. at places. This,nowever, can be overcoms DY laying a trail well up on the me-
sas to the norih,overlcoking the creek end through the timber butl cuch study
will be r=quired to pick out the best route for several miles of this creek.
Other than this the Dalzell 1s easy, ;

Arriving at Rohn River we find a broad flood plain of from 1800 to 2800
feet wide and this must be a long large river.Down strsam it abruptly turns
several bluffs and from the open couniry at 1ts mouth it was difficult its
exact confluence with the Kuskokwimfto determinec.

Heres on Yarch 3rd we met two mesn names Powall and Ramar bound for Seward
for medical trzatment for Pcwell's thumb,so we gave them acticeptic(anti)
tablets and they wers very glad Lo see us,as 1% meant they would have our traill
to follow clear back to Susitna Station. They nad left McGrath's on Feb.2lst
_and had unfortunately followed a trapper's trail and only came out on the Kus=~-

' kokwim st Farewell Mountain,having tesn practically lost for 12 days,though
one of them had teen out to Seward vefore, . C

On Rohn River we ran onto glare ice which continued for forty nine miles
or dovn to atout the mouth of the Dilinger River. Over this stretch I had to

. abandon the "pacing® for the tims being, as the sleds ran so fast before the

- wind.Without crezepers it was impossible to even stand up on the ice with a s8ix

" mile an hour wind down stream,so we all rode and I timead and estimated ths dis-

tance. Incdeed this was a dangsrous part of the trip as the ice was. so smooba-.

- and the wind so strong that the sleds were broadside on or-ahesad of :the dogs
- puch of the time 2nd the many snags stickidg through the ice caused us many.

"tip overs" but no serious accident or breakage. At night we. improvised braxes

- for the sleds and creepsrs for ourselves and next day made great time until

we ran off the glare ice into snow and overflows.

a From Farswsll Yountain the FRuskoxwin is, generally sreaking,propsrly map=-
- ped as far as tase Tonzona,but while I took compass Courses and pdced the dic-
. 4ances frcm point tc point, the river flood plain 1s so broad and full of so

- pany islands ans sloughs that it would be fallacy for me to try tc map and

¢ plat the countiry from such notas and under such conditicns as I could get thez
' 4n mushing along on sncw shoes at acout 12 miles a day. ‘ oL

Several rivers wers seen to enter Irom the southwcst'but.?hich“arefgéyﬁon

, the maps,and we did not see the Dilingsr River at all. ¥= could not find "the

1

| Ponzona River but found Chief XNicheli and two momez ai the point where the

| Tonzona should snter,but could not make him understand,although he was rather

. apd \moarked country,20 miles to Nicholomas,on the Kuskokwim opposite ih

an intelllizent rative. Fs got hiz o pilot us across the 1low,swampy tamarack

wwid

mouth of Big River and heres 1 got informatlon from a man named Wilson as
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. to the rest of the distance to McGrath's at the mouth of the Tocotna. At Miix¥
Nicholomas the Big River enters from the south, and 1s, as its name infers, a
big river,nearly as larze as the Kuskokwim.Thls river has natives up its sev=-
eral branches and I roumulv delineate it on the map. It 18 gsald to emanate
some distance south of Farswell Mountain in lakes and sloughs. From Nicholw
omas we travelled over the trail just itraversed by Wilson on snow shoes,and

ere part of the tlze on thc'rivvr,tn“ou,h sloughs,lakes,tamarack and sprucs.
swvanps and it w7as impossible to carry a compass line,bul when out in ths cpen .
¥o were at all times going direcily away from Mt.McKinley and direcily tow—
ard Yount me.co.,na(not, on any map) .

After a day at ¥cGratn's we left Johnson( the 3 Crese Indian) who was sick
with pl-nrisy, and tOOA the sled +trail from Xaltag by way of Gane and Ophilr
Creeks. Hers i3 ths most crooksd,up and down hill,round about trail one could
imagine, so crooked thai a compass line could rnot be carried through the scrub
timber and brush,so I confined myself to measuring 1ts length and taking such
‘bearings to mountains and peaks, and such notes as to OvrcLal dirsction and
.condition,es time would psrmit. Frex my observations for latitude I am able
to delineate thes trail and locauion oT Gans and Orhlr Cracks. ‘ |

. At Portage City thers is a block house built many years ago by Rus—
-slans,and there is sald to be a cut off from hcr- to Gans Creek uscd by the.‘-
India.ns. h o

At the head of Gane Crcck, nlle ASO thers is a sumnit 1780 feet in al«
‘4¢itude,which 1s very steep for the last thousand fest indistance or 4CO fest
of climb on the Big Cresek side,but as a trzail would probvably find a better
route into the Innko Districi,probably by Portage City,this is notl consid-
sred a detriment tothe routs.

At the Tocoina slcugh,we found about a dozen men, cabins and many caches.
This is where they land freight by poling toat up the Tocotna River to MNc~
Grath's.

At Moore City(Gans Cresek) we found fine, well-buill cabéns,but all de-
serted for the new diggings at Crhir Creaek,twelve milles away by trail, We
tayed here over nighi with U.S.Commissioner W.A.Virpal,and I was given much

information atcut ‘the countiry and I include a copy of a sketch of the country
mads by hiz. -

Next day we went to Ophir Creek(Gerde), the new diggings discovcrad Q=
tout Feb.20th,18CE, wherse we stayed over night and hers we found the psople
8ll excit=d ov=ar the new find. VALl ware yutting up log cabins and getting

ready to mine,but the camp was completely out of provisicns and the few dog

teans were busy hauling flcur and sugar .from XMcGreth's and provisions and

clothing frem Faltag and even fron i¥ichael's, In fact %e met cne outfit of
five Indian tsazs nearing “"Gerde” with provisicns and clothing from St.Mich-
cel.

There seem Lo dbe atout 200 perscns 1n the whéle Innoko DiSbriCt an
probably as many zore had left the couniry some few weeks to nths tefors
a

more on account c¢ci a 1 c of provisions than anything slse.

The Innoko Disirict 1s said to very much resecble the Dawson Country,
physically at 13850,7Lun its timber and rolling hills. As wewers cnly at the-
two head-guarters cazps over pig I of course had no orportunity to see any
of their workings, in Tact 1ittile wo“v hed cr could be done on acccunt of the
food sup nly bdt all wers enthusia

stic and expected a big rush uoon the op-

2d on a cut-off across country directliy to \a1ta estimated
180 ziles and said to be 150 by tzail,but as out n*ovisions
gnd tize were tirg snort I cdeciced test to follow the beaten path, which
goes in a very round about way :via: D‘snaxcu.
The distance froz VcCrath's to Gane 1s said to be sixt"~f1vc miles, found
‘ir be thirty-{ive, and from Gane to Kaltag 150 miles, found to be 109 milcs.

e
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~q At McGrath's,46 miles away, damaged flour was selling for $12.00 per
“hundred and sugar at forty cents per pound,%ith only two tons of flour and
1800 1bs suger and no other ccmmodity to be had. '
At Yoorse City,prices ranged as follows: flour $35.00 per hundred, sugar

O per 1lb,beans 50¢ per lb., dried fruits 55¢ per 1lb. All canned goods at

1,00 per can.However, ncne of the lattier were to be had and the limited food
supply w%as contained in individual outfits. The country 1s devpid of game,
although the indians occasionally get caribou scme miles away which sells
:for 6C¢ per lb. TWwinter freight rates to Gane and Ophir Creeks were as fol-
lows:

From Faltag 50¢ per 1lb to Gane 110 miles: to Bphir 99 miles
From McGrath's 15 & 18¢" to Gane 35 miles: to Ophir "46 "
From AnviXx 40¢ per 1b. to Gane 130 " to Ophir 119 "

Yukon River natives were bteing paid $50.00 and food,per round trip,St.Mich-~"
eel tc Inzko, with btasket sled loads of say 400 lbs.,in caravans of sever-
al dog teams,but they made slow time. : ) _ N ‘

- Leaving Cphir Creek the used trail continues very crooked and over rol-
1ing hills down the lefi limit of the Innoko,crossing many streams, tihe lar=
igest btelng the Ditna and with prospectors cabins svery few miles. o

In forty miles we arrived at Dishakaket,an Indlan Village on Shagaluk
Slough(to the Yukon) and are told that it is 86 miles to Kaltag,but which I
Tfind to be but 52 miles.

Here are some 100 or more natives and some dozem white people,with two
stores, a saloon and a roadhouse. This was thought to be the head of naviga-
tion,but later boats have btesn up the Innoko and Ditna to Eanes Ldg., =ald
to be forty miles from Gane Creek,and the Commission w#ill orobably later on
receive a petition for a summer rocad or trail from Gane or Ophir Creek to this
landing. _ ‘

The Innoko District is so isolated from direct or quick transportation,

n account of the crookedness of the river and sloughs and their great length,
that it is diffcult tc get supplies in during the navigaticn under present
.conditions,and surely if the new diggings prove all that is expected of them,
there will be a demand for a road or trail from scme convenelent point,elther
on the Kuskokwim or Yukon or head of navigation on the Innoko.

However the country is so erronsously mapped,is so cut up by the crooked
:rivers and is so rolling,that I am unable to.dell-neate it except 1in a very
(crude way. Mr. Vinal gave me a very crude,pencilled map of the country which
I will copy and include with this. Among those who could talk intelligently
.0of the couniry,none could or would try to map 1t.

_ From Dishakaket we follcw the very crooked traill through rolling, sammpy,
:gsparsely timbersd country to the Kalyuh Slough where there is a roadhouse.
This place 1s scme three miles up the river and up the slough,and is sald to
be 18 miles from Xaltag.This I found to be about 14.5 miles while the Alaska
map shows it to be by scale 24 mlles. . '

We arrived at Kaltag on Yarch 19th,®here we had the coldest weather of
the entire trip,it being 43 degrees below zero.Here we walted fcor telegrams,
rested the dogs and arranged o go with the mall carriers as the weather was
‘bad and tralls obliterated. . e "

i Observations were taken on Folaris at western elongation about every 50
this data together with magnetic declination shows

miles,as requested, and
‘on map.

) Snow conditions: - = . .

i Prom Seward to 0ld Znlik the snow was from theee to seven feet deep,and
:8ofbd,depending largely on altitude,

| Prom 0ld Znik to ¥ew RKnilk, 1l-% to 2 feet,

’ From New Enlk to Shisitna Station 2 to 4 feet.(Shisitna so spelled)

|
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‘Spow Condificns:(Cont)
g " From Shueitna to mouth Happy, 4 to 6 feet.
Prom Hanpy(mouth) to sumzit Rainy Pass,6 to 8 feet,caused by the
510w being blowm down into the valleys,and it was usually hard.
FProm Rainy, Pass to mouth Dalzell River,8 feet,gradually dirin-
ishing to 2 feet and ugually hard,.
' From mouth Rohn River to Xaltag about 2 to 3 feet and soft.

Winter travel condlticns;

we found the travel conditions gprerally very bad with the ex-
tception of the sitretch from 0ld to New Lnik,ZO nlles; from mouth Pass Creek
to timber on the Dalzel,l2 miles, and from mouth of Dalzell to 39 miles dowm
ythe nuskokw-m,bctal T4 milps, and we had to esnow shoe practlcally all the way
.to McGrath's,41€ miles,with these exceptions.

It would tzke inflnitely more travel +than 1s in sight at present to
"break a fast or feasirtle trail over the route, even were a trail cut thrcugh
‘the timber the eniire distance,and unless the new Innoko Distirict shows up
well or some blg sirike is made alono the route,it would be enti“ely im~-
practicable to send Nome mall by “is route,as “oadbouses would have ito be
{built and maintalned and the entire route is entiraly too far from the line
{of travel under present condltions.nOWever, many of the disappointed ones
“from the Innoko Disirlict came out this way during the early winter and pos=-
£ibly 20 men u“avexled the route to Seward,but their trips were fraught with
hardships and lack of dood,game and civili"”tloq, and several men arrived
"3 Shusitna Stoticn in bad conditicn after rescriing to "Siwashing it" which
. 2ans they travelled without blanxkets or tent for 24 to 35 days in the dead

£ winter.
of the Prospecis,Number,Location and exuent'

But 1litile could be learred or seen and evidehtly the country is not at-
tracting much attenticn owing to its remoteness and lnaccessibility.

At Shusitna Station we met four men who had just come down td@ Shusitna

.”rom the new diggings at Valdez Creek,for st uppiles, and they spoke very fav-
“orably of the districti,but reported thai there was no good cause for a stam-
.pede as only cna "°a417 good claim was being HOP zed,

Shusitna Station is the tidewater outfitting point for this largp area
as supplles are landed {rowm Coox Inied poinus in open season and cannot,aith
justification be hauled from Seward. The mining and prospecting 1s very aeagre
‘and probably not more than 100 men make Shusitna Station the outfitting point.

At Kahiltna some2 six men are prospecting.at Laks Creek and five miles up
stream a like number. We saw probably 20 men,all told, frsighting their out-
‘fits to Kanhilinz,Laxs Crsek,-,nura,uanon reek and otner points, and thres
different partles composed of nine men bound for over the range to the head=-
waters of the Tuskokwim,but all were campircg,killing moose and waiting for
‘more favorable travel conditions and had been camping in one place from 2
to 4 weeks.,

- we saw but two fa:ilips cf Indians after leaving Shusitna Station and
they were at Hicholis and Nicholomas.
ﬁ Some prostaciling is beinb done up Biz River and one party is "swamping"
a trail froo about 10 miles east of McGraths up to his quartz'prospects‘onu
1Big River.
ttim ﬁt Lc“rai;s probablv a dozen men rendezvous,but most all devote their
e to itrappins ard nuntxng. Thils 15 a tradinz post and is
‘the U.S.Comzissicner for this Districi, > F i headquarters of .

At Tacotna Plo ugh quartz prospects were P°00Pu8d and probably 15 men
stay here,bul nothing of moment has been struck as yst.
: uany "Cacnes and here zen brought provisions and outfits by polin( *Sa:

.from YecGraths,tund for Gane Creex.

At Gane 1re°n all had stanpeded a few dayc before fbr Ophir Creek, - 3pt«

;
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~ing the U.S.Commissioner and his wife,and the many fine cabins along the
. ¢reek.were deserted,at least temporarlly.
: Gane Creek had some 450 men on it during the last gseason,but about 250
- quit the country from lack of provisions or favorable prospects,and the bal~
ance went to Ophir Creek. :
The coutput has been very small for the amount of work done, holes sunk
and money spent,but I could geil no figures or estimates as to what has been
taken out. ' g ' '
A8 Ophir Creek 1s yet in its infancy,none can say what 1t will be,but
reports since 1 cane through there are none too encouraging, and while some
. 40 men have recently left Nome for the new diggings,many of them have turnsd
' pack I am told.
Oof the work dcne in detail:
I will say that the route is entirely feasible from EKnlk to Kaltag,but :
~ depending on ths completion of tae Alaska Central Railwag to or near 0ld Znik,
It is not feasible Lo traverse their bridges,tunnels nor along Turnagain Arm
ijn the present state nor over Crow Creek Pass,but if they extend along Turn=
again Arm and a route can be gotten over Indian Pass,or some other pass near
at hand,it is entirsly feasible to put in a mail route over the rest of the
distance traveesed. S : ST AR
; From Seward well up to the Skwentma River the snow conditions are very
' bad for travel,the snow beilng weti,neavy and deep caused by proximity to tide
water. ' -
Timber:
From Old Xnik to Wew Enik the timber is largely birch of large size and
mediun spruce with some cottonwood.
From ijlex Enik to Shusiina Station,it is tamarack,spruce and hemlock,
Prom Shusiina Sta. to Happy River is scattering birch,medium sized
spruce and hemlock and cotton wood or willows,solid.
From moutnh of Happy RBiver Xxxzexxzex to timber line 1s spruce and hem=-
1ock with willows and cotton wood on the river bars,
From timber line donw Dalzell River to Rohn River 1s solild spruce of
mediun size. _ . :
, From the mouth of Rchn River to Nichilis 1s solils spruce,but with coi=-
.tonwoods and willows along the river banks and islands.
From Wicholis to McGraths is tamarack and patches’o
and willows along the river. =P ~"s‘9r bireh and spruce,

, From Farewell Mountain to McGraths is 70 miles unknown,but is undoubt-
edly solid spruce and tamarack. : .

‘ From McGrathes to Raltag 1is small spruce and tama i
- willows. © P _ rack(eattering) and

Pictures:
1 enclose 35 pictures taken alorng the route which will
A 8 £ t show some of the
country and conditions. ¥any pictures I would like to have taken were not

~gotten on account of lack of light,or stromy weather or light fr
viv = : om wrong di-
1rsction and scme did not turn out well,but thecse will suff?ce. g ai

; The table of distances I got up feor oy own conve i
.herswith as it may te of use. ) d Avenience,but 1 attach 1t

The table of data referring to the trip 1s comprehensive,I believe.

E
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: Ealtag - Toalakxlik Trail: .
On the 22nd o March we parted company with Pulhanm and Jackson at Xal-
4ag and went along with the mail carrier and made %o the 22nd mile cabdbln.
This part of the trail is quite crooked and throuzh small tipber and
-brush,over rolling hills and across many small creeks. As +he weather wasg
nowy and bad bui 1i4tle could be seen of the gurrounding country,but the
rall should beo materially straightened and more thoroughly cut through inhe
timber and bruch and ths open placss permanently gtaked, a&s any bub.the
mail carrier would have dirficulty in followirng the trail in bad weather.
On the 23rd we made 28 miles te 01d Woman iountain Telegraph Statlon.
‘This also is over rolling hills,sparsely timpered country and the trall
quite difficull to ¢o0llcw.The open stretiches should be permanently stakezd
and the trall straightened outl as thers is much wind-swept country.
' on the 24th we made 40 ailes to Unalaklik and this part sspecially nseds
attention. The telegrarh 1ine is close at hand and could be follewed in case
.of storm,but it is noi practicable te follow i+ with loaded sleds and many
men have suffered hardships and been lost in storas on tnls portion of the
portage. As 1o wnat is neseded in the line of bridges and culveris,l wa3 un=
,abls to see as the trall was very good and coversd with deep snow at the
| time We came over it,but there are any small creeks te cross and the open .
' gtretches should be permanently staked in tae £21l of the ysar. On the Una=
1aklik Rilver z=any ghort portages are made across bends of the river and to
one not acquainted with the trail much difficuliy must be met in finding the
portages as they are nct marksd and are not visidble in travellng down the
river. The mall carriers and their dcgs know the trall thoroughly,but not
go with the traveler,and to follow the great bends ef the river means much

loss of time with greater distance to 4ravel. The river is finally left ot “ﬂ;

the Reindeer Statlon scme aix miles from Unalaklik and frsm here the trail
goes across tne oped tundra.In stermy weather this 1s the worst stretch an
should be permanently stalede The open sloughs or lagoons lying aleng ihoe
foot hill are a censtant source of trouble, and in ceming in %o UnalaklilX
we spent some hours and had ta go well to the west and toward Bgoewlic and
- came out on teo the Nome - gnalaklik trail about 4 milss woest of Unalakxlilx,
“and got in well after dark. .
The signal corps has a Crew of natives out en the telegraph line cut= .
ting two extra guy peles to go at each pole. : ' -

The improvemsnt of this trail can best be done 1in the fail of the yearﬂ?ﬂ

, Just before the freeze-up,and the line sheuld be picked cul in ilg epon seas=
. on in company wiin someons familiar wiih the route,prererably ope of the:i
. mail carrisrs or Harry Lawrence,of Atchisdn & Lawrence,of Xaliage . -
Timber for bridges,culvertis and trail markers is at hand,and probably..
30 miles of the 90 miles 1s threush
- being acress cpen #ind swept tundra,er swampy grounde.
There are no btad side hills at any place on the route,but several stsep
. pitches onto and ofi of the rivers,and these should be cul down and
of leaving the river plainly mArXoGe
‘ Overland X¥ail Trail, Nome - TUnalaklik.

Of the overland mail trail which was {mproved last seascn,l will say:

{ That portlon from Unalakllk Lo None has been well dens and is well staked,

but parts of the staking ia not follawed,as the old used trail,wshile very
creoked,has all the big hummocka and nigger heads worn down smooth,se thse.
pmall carriers and natlvss follow the old trail,thouzh the gtaxes ars near
. at hand on one side or tne otner,and could be”foilowed in case of storm.

the place

| the trail as cub by us high up on the hills and over the cliffs,but I pndes
gtand 1t is good for the use intended,i.e.when the Ocean Reute cannot te
‘travelled.rrcm Skaktslik to Benanza,18 miles, the trail has been well staked

|

sparse timber or brush,the other 60-miles’

From Egowic to 12 miles southeast of Skaktellk I did not follow or ségff
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this past winter,bul 34 ‘should be permanently gtaked 4n summer time,as there

13 about a mile of timper that should be cut through,and thus avoid some o=

"ver{lows.

’ Rrom Bonanza to Isaacs Point and along Norton Bay to some 8 miles west
of Moses Point,and also across Golovin Bay,the +rail has been well gtaked
this season and has come in in gocd stead as I an told by mail carriers that

'on every trip across Norton Bay,they have had bilzzards this winter.

The work done 1gst summexr on the trail from Eoyuxztallk 1o walla Walla
1 did not pass over as the trail was good on the ocean,but with the improves
ments made on 1% at walla Walla tbe past winter({and which I could see from

Y distance) it now angwers tae purpose for which intended,l.e, for use of
the malils and public at such times as it 13 impossible to travel cn the o=

. gean,and 1 do not cee how any izprovement can be made to it without going

-~ yery high up on tze ridges or back of Hagystack Mountaln and down Quix River.
No amount of grading in 1t3 present location would help the side hills as
the side cuttiing would be blecwn full of snow and rendersd useless,so it ro-

- mains for a survey of the routs 10 determine just what 1s best to do on these
parts of the Ooverlend Hail Trail. Thers are peculiar conditions of topogra=
ph¥,0cean and travel along this part of the route and 1t geems to ne that

. there must always be trouble and delays along this s4reich,until a land trail

1 i cut back of Haystack Yountain.Howevar, this gets awvay from the coast and
where I doubt 1f tns +rail would be 4¢rzevlled except when 1t was absolutsly
impossidble to getl along the coast as 80 much betier time can be made on the
ocean.

The trail staking fron walla Walla over the hille %o Golovin Bay is
gplendid and cannot bs improved uUpORe.

The trail over the nills from Golovin Bay to Cherokuk,4 miles, and
over Topkok Fill,Jd miles, should b8 permanently_staked;and directly where
the trall now goses,ine hummocks and nigger heads worn down,with no view to
a perfectly straignt trail however, L S ’ o
- Also from Bluff to O'Brien’'s Cabin,8 niles should be staked on top of

‘the hills. - - g 3

Trusting this 1s in detail in keeping 7ith the requirementse.
Very respectfully,
Signed- ®.L.Goodwin,
- Eng'r.in Chargse, '
Sup't.Nome District,A.R.C.

Resumd tabnlated data,winter reoonnaisSRnce,Seward to Nome
January 318t to April 5th,1908.

Seward - Zaltag seward - Momee.

Days consuxed to EXaltag-----< 49 Days consuaxed to Nome=---=86
' Days lost account weatner 6 ' Days lost account weather }2
Days actual travel------- 43 pays sctual travel--—--== 54
| Miles traveled-------- --= 563 08 Miles traveled------< ----875 08
© Average miles per day=--=- 13 08 Average miles per day---- 16 20
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Liyt of Pictures taksn en route.

Mile 41,Alaska Central Ry.,looking back toward Seward.Plles of rall
and flat car coversd with about 4 feet Of snOW,

Lakes and Tamarack swamps between New Enik and Shusitina Statlon.
Doe -t ' .

Do.

Doe :

Miners cabins at the mouth of the Kahilina.

¥iners cabins at Lake Cresek.

Cottonwood and spruce groveg along lower Skwentna River.

Spruce and birch hills along upper Skwenina.

Doe

Doe : ’

Looking up Skwentna from 10 miles belocw Happy River.Base of ¥cKinley
Range in background. - . -

At mouth of Portage Creek.- : ' .

An abrupt turm in Ha2ppy 2iver.(See sketch on back)

Yoose wounded and helpless in desp snow up Happy River,

Do. . TE S T '

Moose, with Jackson,Pulham,Goodwin and Johnson.,

Yoose being cut up.

Do.. .

Upper Happy River with v+.Distin in background.

At mouth Yoose Creek looklng waste.

2> miles above mouih Moose Creek looking N.W.

Do »

On Ridge 3 miles above mouth FPass Creek looking ZEast.

Do.* : e -

Looking domn Pass Creek 4 miles east;o:?Sﬁéﬁit.

28.a Tooking down Dalzell from Suzmmis Rainy Passe
Looking at right angles and portn from Summit. .

Lunch on the EKuskokwim,lloking down streem at mile 365
Nicholis Indian Villags(X¥eeting house in center)

Do ) A ' " o

Nic holi with 2 squaws,Jackosn,Johnson and EKinney.
NickOlomas,opposite mouth of B4Z River.

U.S.Com'rs house and the jall at Moore City(Gane Creek)
Bvenings occupation in campe.(Party)
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Revised Distance Table
VYaldoz--=-=~-= Lomem—==- Fairbanks.

Fron Valdez to Camp Comfort
4 No.Telegrapn Statlon(Vacant)
' Wortmon's R.H. & Tel.Sta.
Summit R.H.(Vacant)
Ptarmigan Drop R.H.
A Ssaina Tel.Sta. (vacant)
{ * Beaver Dan R.H. & Tel.Sta.
Teikhell R.H.
Teikhell Tel.Sta.-
Tacona R.H.(Vacant)
Ernestine R.H.{(Vacant)
Glacler R.H.(Vacant)
Tonsina R.H.
Willow Crsek R.H.
Copper Center _
Tazlina R.H. : L e ST
. Simpson's R.H. ’ o
i+ ...Dpry Creek R.H. |-
.7 Gulkana R.X. & P.O.
Poplar Grove R.H.
Sour Dough R.H.
0ld Home R.H.
Meir's R.H.
Paxon's R.H. : :
U.S.Signal Corps Raief Cabin
Yost's R.H.{(YcCallunm Tel.Sta.)
Casey's Cache (destroyed)
. l&iller’ 8 R.H.
Rapids R.H. '
Donnelly's Tel.Sta.
ponnelly’s R.H.
Beale's Cachs
McCarthy's R.H.
Shaw Creek R.He.
‘ Cyclone R.H.
; Richardson
1ske Road Houce
Overland R.H.
NMunson's Road House
Clark's R.H.(Vacant)
Salche Tel.Sta.
Pile Driver R.EH.
Twenty M¥ile R.H.
- Johnson's R.H.
FAIRBANES

(Willow Creek to Cchitina)

16.1
13.0
19.3
26.6 -
3443
3645
45.4
54.5
585
60.5
65.2
74,6
82.7
956.0
105.7
113.7
115.9

- 131.9

143.5
153.5
1695
179.5
195.93
205.9

225.5
227.5
240,7
25%.5
25361
270.5 .
289.1
301.3
307.0

- 310.2

322.0 -
330,7
340.,0
341e3
347 .4
351.8
361.0
364.,0

38e S
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Ce Revised Distance Table
: : Seward----- tomwee- Iditarod,

From Seward to Eerm Creek 72 Miles
Glacler Creek Road House 74
Crow Creek Mining Co. : 81

* Raven Crsek Road House 02

' Eagle River R.H. 110
0ld Enik R.H. 127
New Knik(Settlament) 145
Little Susitna R.H. 167
Susliina (Settlem=nt) 181
Alexander Creek R.H. 189
Lake View R.H. 199
Skwentna R.H. , 219
Half Way R.H. 240

Mouth Happy River “.H. 260°

Road House 3 264 T
Road Houss ’ 275 R
Pass Creek R. i st - 289 R I A e vy
Suﬂmit R.Pas S?B.E., T St 297 7 . (D e .
Rainy Pass R.H. 302 B
Rohn River R.EH. 3110 Lo Mo S e
Farewsll ¥t.R.H. _ 330 fTe
Pelukx Creek R.H. : 350 Photy =7
Sullivan Creek R.H. 358 P ey
Bear Creek R.H. . - 367 ' *
Salmon Creek R.H. 371
Big River (Berry's) R.H. 387
Crooked Cresk R.H. . 392
Northern Com.Co. Trading Sta. 410 .

. Kuskokwim Com.Co. Station . 411 o Tk
Tacotna Settlement S 427 e
Big Creek R.H. ' 441
Half Way R.H. 454
Lincoln Creek R.H. 460
Moore Creek R.H. 476
Ruby Road House 487
Bonanza Creek R.H. £01
Iditarod (Settlement) 620

cae oy > o R0 Ak
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